It is with great sadness that we heard of the death of Pat Newman, Keenagh, Co. Longford, peacefully at his residence on Sunday 27th December 2015. We send our deepest sympathy to his loving wife Lucy, his son Paul and his daughter Hilda, his sisters, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, relatives and friends; 
And also to all of the Royal Canal enthusiasts in Keenagh and Foigha who mourn their guiding light. 
 

Pat was one of the prime movers in the campaign to have the Royal Canal restored and re-opened from the early days of the Royal Canal Amenity Group.  He was Chairman of the Keenagh / Foigha Branch of RCAG in the early 1990’s at a time when interest in the restoration was waning due to the slow rate of progress being made at the eastern end of the canal.  Pat’s concern & focus was particularly the Keenagh / Foigha stretch of the canal, but he was also concerned for the whole western end of the canal, mainly from Abbeyshrule westwards, where courage and perseverance of a special quality was required to continue with the campaign when the slow rate of progress at the eastern end made one wonder if the restoration would ever reach to the west of Abbeyshrule. 
Pat was instrumental in supporting and encouraging the RCAG branches in Abbeyshrule, Ballymahon, Killashee, Cloondara and Longford to keep the pressure up on the restoration which, apart from the Longford Link, came to fruition with the re-opening from Dublin to Cloondara in October 2010.  I met Pat that day, he was a very proud and happy man.  The only time I saw Pat with a broader smile was the day that the Boat Rally arrived in Foigha harbour in 2009 and then later in 2010 at Mosstown Harbour in Keenagh
 

My first encounter with Pat arose from a meeting in the Jolly Mariner in Athlone on the 6th March 1992, after Eddie Slane, (RIP) who was the Chairman of RCAG presented an illustrated history of the restoration entitled “ The Royal Canal – A Remarkable Recovery” .
Interest in the Royal Canal restoration was revived and in October 1992 the Athlone Branch IWAI organised a work party to help with the bank clearing between Mosstown harbour and the 41st lock, near Keenagh.  
 

Following a hard day’s work and with throats as dry as the canal we retired to Pat Newman’s pub in Keenagh where we enjoyed the hospitality of  Pat and Lucy Newman, Michael & Margaret Blaney, Bernie Matthews, the Hall family, and many more.  The conversation explored how we could help with the restoration to best effect. Keenagh / Foigha had a FAS scheme running which provided the labour force for their bank clearing programme, their main problem appeared to be insufficient funds to cover the cost of a foreman, and insurance premium to provide cover for the scheme, the insurance premium at the time was costing almost £1000 per year.  We formed the opinion that fundraising would be our most beneficial form of help.
 

Athlone Branch IWAI presented a cheque for £500, and the FAS workers in Keenagh presented £100 to Keenagh / Foigha Branch RCAG at a function on the 19th March 1993 in Pat Newman’s pub in Keenagh.

“Green & Silver” was reprinted and sold in aid of the Royal Canal Amenity Group.
 

We also needed to create a social contact element to bring IWAI and RCAG people together, and this happened following a casual chat some time later over a pint with Billy Henshaw, a life-long waterways enthusiast with a keen interest in the Royal Canal, spawned the idea of a musical fundraising event.  Billy, a well-known entertainer, had vast experience in organising this type of event for all sorts of clubs, charities etc..   That was it – Billy organised a band, and Noel Duffy’s Lough Ree Inn was booked for Saturday 8th May 1993, a host of willing volunteers collected spot prizes for the raffle, made sandwiches, sold tickets, and canvassed support.

Keenagh / Foigha branch members arrived by bus and along with the locals had a whale of a night of singing & dancing to Billy’s band – which became known as the “Royal Canal Band” which along with Athlone IWAI branch continued to raise funds to support the RCAG branches restoration work in Ballynacargy, Abbeyshrule, Ballymahon, Keenagh / Foigha, and Cloondara for the next 12 years.
 

From that time to the present day we developed wonderful relationships with all of the great people involved in the restoration campaign.  Going to Keenagh was always a great pleasure for us, if only for the welcome and hospitality we received in Newman’s from Pat and Lucy and their family, whose kindness and generosity knew no bounds.
 

Pat now goes to join with his long-time friend and canal enthusiast Michael Blaney RIP, and I’ve no doubt that the conversation will be about bushes & weeds and lock gates and canal banks; about the Island Bridge; and Cloonbreany Bridge and Cloonbreany Bog; and the Tidy Towns, and will continue late into the night.
May their gentle souls rest in peace.
 

Damien Delaney
